
Mercyhurst Preparatory School 
Applying for Financial Assistance 

Mercyhurst Preparatory School financial aid is available to assist low- and middle-
income families in affording a Mercy-Catholic education. Mercyhurst Prep uses the third-
party, independent services of FACTS to process financial aid applications and 
determine need. 
 
Will my family be eligible? 
 
Students are generally eligible for MPS financial aid if their family household incomes 
are less than $116,055 plus $20,428 for each dependent child in the family 
(2025-2026).

For example:

• A family with 1 dependent child - household income of $136,483 or less       

• A family with 2 dependent children - household income of $156,911 or less

• A family with 3 dependent children - household income of $177,339 or less

• A family with 4 dependent children - household income of $197,767 or less

• A family with 5 dependent children - household income of $218,195 or less

• A family with 6 dependent children - household income of $238,623 or less 

Applying for Financial Assistance 

Families must apply for financial aid annually using the FACTS Grant & Aid Application. 
This application opens each year in the winter and must be completed by March 1st to 
be considered for the highest aid packages at MPS. The application will remain open 
and aid will be awarded until all funds have been distributed.



Common Questions 

When is the application deadline?  
The application deadline is March 1. Applying by these dates ensures consideration for 
the highest aid packages. The application remains open and aid will continue to be 
awarded until all funds are distributed.

Do I need to apply every year? 
Yes. Families must apply for financial aid annually using the FACTS Grant & Aid 
Application. The application opens each year in the winter.

Can I start the application before my taxes are done? 
Yes! You can begin your application before your taxes are completed, but you must 
upload your completed 2024 Federal Tax Returns to finalize it.

I already have a FACTS account from elementary school. Can I reuse it? 
Yes. If you have an account from elementary school or an older child, you may use the 
same login credentials.

What if my child is not listed as a dependent on my tax return?  
If the child for whom you are requesting financial aid is not listed as a dependent on 
your 1040, you must submit the Individual Income Tax Return of the person who claims 
the child.

When will I hear about my award?  
Families who apply by the March 1 deadline are generally notified of their award in late 
April or early May. If you have questions about your award, contact the Mercyhurst Prep 
Business Office.

What if I need help with the application?  
You can contact FACTS 24/7 Customer Service at 1-866-441-4637 for any issues with 
the online application or questions about document submission. You can also reach the 
MPS Admissions team at aorlando@mpslakers.com or cvoorhis@mpslakers.com. 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How to Apply to Mercyhurst Preparatory School 
Your Roadmap 

Follow these four steps to complete your financial aid application.


1. Gather supporting documents and information needed for the application 

Before you start, collect the following:


• 2024 Federal Tax Returns — You can begin your application before your taxes are 
completed, but you must upload your completed tax returns to finalize your 
application


• Most recent W-2s and any additional 1040 forms and associated schedules

• Household expenses — including mortgage, home value, vehicle payments, 

insurance premiums, and bank account statements 

Note: If the child for whom you are requesting aid is not listed as a dependent on your 
1040, you must submit the tax return of the person claiming the child.


2. Navigate to the FACTS portal and create an account 

Go to the FACTS portal [https://online.factsmgt.com/signin/3CZXD] and create an 
account (or sign in with your existing credentials).


If you have an account from elementary school or an older child, you may use the same 
login credentials. 

3. Under “FACTS Grant & Aid”, go to “Apply for Financial Aid with FACTS’. 

Click on the “Start Application” button.


4. Complete application and pay the non-refundable application fee. 

TIP: Take advantage of the question on the application asking you to explain more 
about your personal financial situation. The Business Office takes this into account 
when making award decisions. This is your opportunity to share extenuating 
circumstances and/or your personal story!


If you encounter any issues with the online application or have questions regarding 
submission of your documents, please contact FACTS 24/7 Customer Service at 
866.441.4637.
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The Laker Scholarship 

Every family can receive the Laker Scholarship — a discount that represents the 
difference between the true cost to educate your student and the parent contribution.


$3,100 scholarship 
To receive this scholarship, you must complete one of the following options:


Option 1: FACTS Application 

Complete and submit the online FACTS Grant & Aid application for financial 
assistance.


Option 2: EITC Program 

Sign up for the EITC tax credit program (available to any family paying $1,000+ in PA 
state tax). Redirect your tax dollars to Mercyhurst Prep.


NOTE: You must select one of the above options. Failure to do so will result in a full 
cost-to-educate tuition statement with no Laker Scholarship and no awarded financial 
aid.


Financial Aid Awards 

Families applying by the March 1 deadline are generally notified of their award in late 
April/early May. If you have questions about your financial aid award, contact the 
Mercyhurst Prep Business Office.


Scholarship Opportunities 

Mercyhurst Preparatory School offers an array of scholarship opportunities, both merit 
and need based. To be considered for one of the scholarships below, you must first 
receive acceptance to Mercyhurst Prep and complete the required Entrance Exam for 
incoming ninth grade students. One of the following is also required: a FACTS 
application submission, participation in the EITC program, or agreement to the base 
contract amount equal to the cost per student.


Complete the FACTS application [https://online.factsmgt.com/signin/3CZXD] 
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Recipients of merit scholarships will be notified in an additional message upon 
acceptance to Mercyhurst Prep.


Those receiving named scholarships or scholarships that require a demonstration of 
financial need will receive notice in late April/early May with the Tuition & Financial Aid 
Award Statement.


Merit-Based Scholarships 

Academic Scholarship 
All students are eligible, application not needed.


Mercy Merit Scholarship 
Awarded to 15 incoming Freshmen who score the highest on the entrance exam. This 
scholarship is renewable each year contingent upon an annual QPA of 3.5, a clean 
disciplinary record, and involvement in school activities. Those receiving a Mercy Merit 
award are not eligible for an academic award since the nature of the award is 
academic.


Mercy Merit awards are leveled; five students receive $3,000.00, five receive $2,000.00, 
and five receive $1,000.00 all applied toward tuition.


Creative Arts Scholarship  
Eligible students demonstrate artistic talent through a required audition and /or 
portfolio. Grants will be awarded in the areas of art, dance, music, and theatre.


Catherine McAuley Scholarship  
Offered to incoming freshmen currently attending a Catholic feeder school. A one-page 
essay (typed-double spaced) written about the impact a Catholic education had on 
them and why they choose Catholic education for high school. The one-time $1,000 
scholarship will be based on the essay with consideration given to those in financial 
need.


Alumni Scholarship 
A child/stepchild, grandchild or great-grandchild of a Mercyhurst Seminary / 
Preparatory School graduate. Only students entering ninth grade may apply.


The number and amounts of each alumni scholarship vary but all are renewable each 
year provided the Laker maintains 2.3 QPA and a clean disciplinary record.




Need-Based Scholarships 

Parish-Based Scholarship 
Many churches offer scholarships for students choosing Catholic education. Contact 
your parish or church community directly for available scholarship offers.


Outside-Sponsored Tuition Assistance 
 
The Erie Community Foundation [https://eriecommunityfoundation.org/scholarships/] 
offers a variety of scholarships, some specifically for Mercyhurst Preparatory students.


Financial Aid Awards 

Families applying by the March 1 deadline are generally notified of their award in late 
April or early May.


Merit scholarship recipients will be notified upon acceptance to Mercyhurst Prep. 
Named scholarships and need-based awards will be communicated with the Tuition & 
Financial Aid Award Statement.


Visit The Erie Community Foundation [https://eriecommunityfoundation.org/
scholarships/]


Need Help? 

FACTS Customer Service: 866.441.4637 (available 24/7)


Admissions: Contact Allison Orlando @ aorlando@mpslakers.com or Christina 
Voorhis @ cvoorhis@mpslakers.com


EITC Questions: Contact Sue Zimmerman @ szimmerman@mpslakers.com
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